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rounding moat had ceased to be of use for defense, and
building constantly spread into the fields without*
These fields were favorite places for recreation and
served the purpose of city parks." The Elizabethans
were fond of outdoor sports and spent little daytime
indoors- The shops were open to the street, and
the clear spaces at Cheapside and St. Paul's Church-
yard seem to have been always crowded. St. Paul's,
although still used for religious services, had become a
sort of city club or general meeting place. Mules and
horses were no longer to be found there as in the reign of
Mary, but the nave was in constant use as a place for
gossip and business. The churchyard was the usual
place for holding lotteries, and here were the shops of
a majority of the London booksellers. In its northeast
corner was Paul's Cross, the famous pulpit whence the
wishes of the government were announced and popular-
ized by the Sunday preachers. And here the variety
of London life was most fully exhibited. The proces-
sions and entertainments at court, the ambassadors
from afar, the law students from the Temple, the old
soldiers destitute after service in Flanders, the seamen
returned from plundering the Spanish gold fleet, the
youths from the university come to the city to earn their
Hving by their wits, the bishop and the puritan, who
looked at each other askance, the young squire come to
be gulled of his lands by the roarers of the tavern, the
solid merchant with his chain of gold, the wives who
aped the court ladies with their enormous farthingales